































THE 


BLACK DWARF 


@ London Cieckip jOublication, 


EDITED, PRINTED, AND PUBLISHED, BY T. J. WOOLER 
76, FLULT STREET; 
Where Communications (post paid) are requested to be addressed. 


COPD FA PLO EO LD OL AIFPE LO LEE PILELEL TE Fae tEOEPEELELELEDL LEOLDLLOLA ELE ODO ED 
No. 11, Vor. IV.] WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22,1820. [Price 6d.) 


PF PCLPABE POP LAP ELE? ©LLBLELBECLELRELBPO LEE LLLP OEOLECCLOLGBOOE POCFEPE LOL OOOO? 


Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

FT only weur it in a land of Hectors, 

T hieves, super cargaes, srarpers, ané directors—Pork. 


TRIAL OF MR. HUNT, AND HIS COMPANIONS FOR 
A CONSPIRACY ON THE 16th OF AUGUST. 


es 


This important trial has commenced ; and on its iasue de- 
pends most of what remains of British freedom—of whiclt in- 
deed there is scarcely any left worth defending, but in the hope 
of regaining what las been lost. Mr. Scarlett is the represen- 
tative of the crown lawyers upon this occasion; and with the 
unfortunate pliability of his profession, he has to support in 
the court of York, what he denounced in the House of Com- 
mons. No individual can hold a higher rank at the bar: but 
we must regret that Mr. Scarlett should have lent himself to 
this prosecution. He must be aware that he ought not to re- 
ceive a verdict—that a verdict could only be given by igno- 
rance or prejudice against the accused ; aud what man should 
stoop to ask for such a verdict? If we may judge from’ the 
opening speech of Mr. Scarlett, his case is much worse than 
might have been anticipated. The things in office at Mancliester 
first committed Mr. Hunt, and the rest for HIGH-TREASON! 
They even told some they were detained on the double charge 
of high-treason and murder! The evidence to support this, 
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etther was, or was not in thew possession. No one then thought 
them so bad as to commit wethout evidence; but when, after 
all this blustering, the final charge was but for misdemeanour, 
it was natural to suppose they had determined to make out 4 
strong case, and reduced their charge very far indeed within 
the limits of their proot. 

This supposition was also groundless, if Mr. Scarlett has made 
the most of his case; for although he has varied the common 
cant upon such occasiens with more ingenuity than could be 
expected from the attorney or solicitor-general, yet is he lett 
without any substantial basis for the sophistry he has been 
compelled to employ, This is no disparagement to Mr. Scar- 
lett: “ who builds a bridge, that drove a pile?” or who expects 
an air-built castle to possess strength or durability? 

It will be useful to examine the leading points of Mr. Scar- 
lett’s speech in accusation, He admitted, “ it was the prtv- 
“lege of the people of England, when they suffered under any 
“orievance, to assemble at a public meeting, and fo pursue a 
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“lawful mode of redress.” This is the delusive sophistry, 


which is always employed by lawyers io prevent the real point 
at issue from being seen ip its true light. [tis the RIGHT, and 
not the privilege ef the people to assemble. Kungs and con- 
stituted authorities may have priveleges; but the people can 
have none? Who is to prividege them? Who is to allow them 
privileges? The creatures of their own creation? The things 
that they have made? But it is conventent to talk of the peo- 
ple as tle mere instruments in the hands of power--as the 
inere tools of existing authorities:—-and when any thing is done 
which displeases these self-created masters of the public, the 
cry is, that the people have outstepped their privi/eges, when 
they have merely asserted their rights. There is another de- 
ceptive fallacy in the sentence quoted. He allows the people 
may pursue “a dawfud mode of redress.” When a free people 
labour under any gréevance, every wode of redress, which they 
may think proper, or necessary, to adopt is Law ron. It is wr 


dawful to niake them suffer any grievance, They have a right, 
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aot me.cly te supplicate, to sue, or to petition for redress, but 
to DEMAND Ir. They are the souree of Zaxe—the creators of 
power--and the real masters of the state. To whom shall they 
kneel ? of whom in slavish accents, and with a piteous whine, 
shall they prey a suspension of the lash. When the people as- 
semble, it is for them to determine what mode is bes{, and that 
mode is Jawfu?, be it what it may. 

Mr. Scarlett had never heard it stated by any /awyer that it 
‘was aright, or saactioned by the constitution of this land, 
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for any persou who pleased to call all the people of England 


_ toge! ther 


, in one place, there to discuss political measures, 


‘and hay down par licular modes, by which they might obtain 
redress”) Whether Mr. Scarlett never heard any lawyer say 
this, is of very litte moment. We have not yet arrived at such 
adepth of degradation, as to care what one fewyer may say on 
such topics, or what + ded has heard. Yet Mr. Scarlett 
might have remembered it is a legal axiom that the law allows 
wheat it does nef maense And he will find seme difficulty in 
shewing the portion of the lew, or the principle of the consti- 
tution, which interdicts any man, even from ca/fing all the peo- 
ple of Great Britain to one spot, proposing the discussion 
of political measures, and efiertig for adoption particular modes 
of redress. ‘The apparent impossibiiity of the thing, taken 
Qteralfy, would be an objection to the decision of any such 
assembly being cailed the decision ef the people of Great Bri- 
tain. But there ts no daw to prevent the people directing their 
steps fo what part of the empire thev please: orto render their 
Meetiag in one vast assembly, if they thought proper. At 
leust, there was no such law, until the late parliament disgrac- 
ed itseif, and insulted the country by making laws, which as 
confrary to reason, and to justice, would, by a nation of free- 
ren be disregarded, But there is a mode by which the collec- 


’ 


tive seuse of all the peowle might be fairly and legally taken in 
onesmot, if the various districts ofthe empire were called upon 
? ae } ’nrere , . } ‘ ‘ U - Mo 3 

‘ochuse the organs of their sentiments on any given subject, 


and obeyed that call, which might legally be made by any sap, 
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the decision of their representatives, would be legally the de- 
cision, of the people. And if the people thought proper to 
support that decision, who could dispute their nght, or resist 
their power. 

But why cid Mr. Searlett put such a case at all? Who had 

called the people of England togetherin one spot ? The meeting 
called was of the inhabitants of Manchester, Curiosity, anda 
common interest inthe business preposed, attracted large bedies 
from the neighbouring towns. Noe iaw forbade their attendance. 
No law confined them within the precincts of their own parish, No 
law interdicted them from moving onwards to Manchester. It 
might have been objected to them, that in strict propriety, they 
should not vote upon the business of the day; but on what law 
could their presence on the common highway be disputed? Mr. 
Scarlett knew, that by characterising the meeting as it was, he 
could ground no argument against it; and it became politic, 
though not quite honourable, to misrepresent it, to form an 
inference to its disadvantage. Mr. Scarlett thought he could 
argue against the right to calla meeting of a// England, though 
he could find none against a meeting of the inhabitants ofa par- 
ticular town, however populous. He therefore put forward a 
position which he thought he could answer, to shan what he 
did not deem himself competent to meet. ‘The Judge should 
have told him this was érrevedant, but it is not the custom with 
judges to interrupt the counsel for the crown. If Mr. Hunt, 
in his defence, should assume the Government is an usurpations 
as a basis for the argument that the people have a right to 
resist usurpations, he would instantly be told that it was irre- 
velant to the point in question, and must not be permitted. Yet 
such a position would be infinitely more tenable, and revelant, 
than Mr. Scarlett’s supposition. that no man has a right to call 
a meeting of all England. 

The learned gentleman was not, however, very fortunate in 
beating down the figure of straw which he had set up for the 
purpose of shewing his dexterity. In attempting to shew why 

such a meeting weuld be illegal, he says—* no man could deny 
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“that the greal physical force of every community consisted in 
‘the mass of the people: and those who looked for the most 
‘‘ extended reform, admitted that all power, and all right, were 
«* derived from meclings of the people at large. ‘Therefore it 
“was clear, that the people, when ihey met to frame the 
“ eround-work of a constitution, went back to the origin of 
“society, and annihilated that state of things which had pre- 
‘* viously existed. Suppose all ranks of people to assemble in 
“ one vast plain, for the purpose of altering an exisiing system, 
‘it must in such case be conceded, that all the constitutional 
“functions which they had previously bestowed on their public 
“ functionaries, must sink in the original mass. Let it be 
“imagined that the buik of the population met together, to 
“discuss public affairs, and to take into their own considera- 
“ tion such measures as they might deem proper for the alter- 
“ation of the existing order of things—it was evident, as all 
“ power and right were derived from the people, that they 
“ would in that case resume their original functions, and the 
“ vovernment must be for the time dissolved! Hence it followed, 
“« beyond ail controversy, that public meetings of the people, 


“ without any /egal foundaiion, whether they assembled for 


“their own private will, or under the direction of some 


“ demagogue, who for atime possessed some iniiuence over 


‘¢ their minds, for the purpose of carrying into effect, by such 


“means, and in such manner, as they may think proper, an 


cc 


alteration in the constitution of the country, could not be a 
* Jawful assembly, as the constitution at present existed J” 

This quotation, long as it is, has a worse fault. A greater 
distortion of reason, and principle, and law, was never thrown 
together by an interested advocate. It has neither point in 
tself, nor application te the point in question ; and yet, no 
doubt, it was delivered by the counsel as oracular law, and lis. 
tened to by the judge with all due gravity, The logic is 
simply this :— | 

] 


s 


a suit wena a ° 
1, All the people have no right to meet in one spit; yet, af 
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power, QL , a vi rer hi ib ee derived {padbir. aiid inher eny lil, the 
people :- therefore the me sting al Baanciester was legal ! 


: ‘ 4 . : + ts) ’ van , sa 
2, When all tie people meet to frame a new coustitution, 
2 aang coer “ay 4} avettne “5 9°G2 destrove ' aw f Heorofore {')e ineel ir 
{ic existil ny cei yO > % i AST & EE 4. aga 4a hy £3 eee ug 


at Manchester, which was of a part o the people, aud ies 


~» 


anolher purpose, was illegal, as sup: ies the existing 


a4 
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€ q?, e > ! j 
authorities |! 
Pe | 


Wi are yi Me oe ssoe\% ee " azn 5’ : aie Fi etic . : ’» ey tii 
VAICNL ai Le pea.e rescaud tae AULIGCHaLes wll Winch 


4 } 1 ‘ o2% mas . 943 ° 2 Fh 
they entrusted heir servants, then a revolution ensues :-—there 


Hg ’ ee . Nd whys . ag fos ere ote a 

fore the meeting al Manchester, which did no such U Ng, and 
- ee ae ee ee ee hy thise. eras Wouwal a 

which was not called to do anv such thing, was eual, as tend 


| ° ‘4 
ng to revolution: | ! 


7 7 - ; 
Morebeantitul and convineirg conclusions Were never preach- 
edat the bar, which bas been very fertile in nonsense, on so 
many occasions. Rul, bad as the ayj/ieati 


isworse, When the peanle ace to frome a constitution, they 


annidilate nothing, When they have jrained a 


superccdes what tad before existed, where it differs from the 
mgt ahd 


} ’ c at ‘ 
Hew Grier. a il’s the poopee, ba tal? SOUTCE OF ALS neh it and 


- ctcél sot an auri% +4 ey Pee é > °c 
power, are entitled fo doe, without violating cre daw, which is 


abies 


plage rh? ae " Te : ~Y< } F : . a ’ ‘ > a " . 
theirs, and can be aisposed of as they please, without crime. 


ai, en ee } ‘ 4 * : ae 
ALL fhe pepe minve a Tit hi iO re siume ti ie powe: ot making, or 
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herentin fae pubic, not derive) irom the King, Lords, or 
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Commons, 
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uit from tiemseives. ‘Phe meeting of the darons 


* y 4} — ‘ foe ae a ai > "=F ’ . r . ‘ Pa a “« ~ 4 ? 4’ 
anG ther foddowers, WM ARMS, ot Runnymede, was a degaid meel- 


ing. Ats “ legal! foundation” is to be traced from the righi ot 
the people to resist oppression. ‘Fo make that right of any 
value, it must be capabie of an etfectual exercise. Caths, snd 
Promises, and charters, had been broken by the tyrant: and 


a 


the fauichion, the spear, and the tance, were presented to him, 


as the only arguments he could unm terstand, PRut Mr, Scar- 
iett concludes with a reference to the present constitulicn ! on 
the part Gs one who had resisted the iafamaus measures of (he 
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late parhament ; this is not very maghaninous, The late laws 
have annihilated public meetings, under certain penalties ; and 
under them, a3 the present constitution, the Manchester meet- 
ing would be degad, because contrary to their despotic enact- 
nents. This trick was to be expected. The proceedings 
which were (egal on the 16th of August, have been rendered 
illegal by acts of parliament passed after that period ; and the 
new laws are referred to, under the disguise of the present 
constitution, to prove that certain things were illegal which they 
have since been passed to interdict. Such a meeting would be 
now aléeqgal, and it is argued from this, that it was then illegal. 
The legislature itself has supplied asuflicient proof of the 
folly of such reasoning, by passing the infamous laws in ques- 
tion. ‘They had been unnecessary, bad the Manchester meet- 
ig been illegal: aud probably the grossest insult ever offered 
by the Whigs to the public, was not to insist upon the legality 
of that meeting in the honourabie house, as they did out of it, 
If the meeting were illegal, the magistrates and yeomanry had 
some excuse. If it were legal, they had nove. Out of doors, 
the Whigs would not suffer its legality to be called in question. 
In the house, with but one exception, they heard it nightly 
designated illegal, without calling for any proof of its violation 
of the law. The ministers, however, insembed, “ lars” on 
their own foreheads by their proposed measures, which had 
they spoken the truth, would have been idle surplusage of le- 
gislation. But they knew they cou'd find the letter or spirit of 
no existing law broken by the reformers ; and it was policy 
to make their actions illegal, to try them by laws which did 
not exist when they were said to be violated. Hence “ the pre- 
sent constitution,” of Mr. Scarlett, which is the same as if the 
Dey of Algiers should conquer the land, impose bis govern- 
ment of the scimeter and bowstring, and call it the “ present 
constitutien |? 
Mr, Scarlett was kind enough to think it “a priucip'e not 
to be contested, that the people of England had a right to 


t< 


6 


meet ier the purpose of petilioning against grievances ; 
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«“ when those meetings had no faclious disturbance in view, 
“and when they were not intended to alarm the minds of 
“© neaceable and moderate men!” This is a very kind conces- 
sion; and the Dey of Algiers would readily concede as much 
to his loving subjects ; reserving to himself the right of judging 
what was factious disturbance, and who were the peaceable 
and moderate men, that were not to be frightened. Let your 
fiercest fiver alone, and permit him without factious distur- 
bance to wash his fangs in blood when he pleases to be hungry, 
and he will be one of your peaceable and moderate creatures, 
who ought not to be disturbed. A grievance implies an ag- 
griever—an oppression, an oppressor ; aucdail attempts to ob- 
tain redress, or throw off a grievance will be called factious 
disturbance, by the parties against whom redress is sought. 
Such is the flimsy basis of the general reasoning directed 
against Mr. Hunt, and the parties assisting et the Manchester 
mecting :—and a more flimsy cobweb was never woven by any 
courtly spider to catch vulgar flies. ‘The application of the ge- 
neral argument to the particular case, is equally destitute of 
strength or consistency. As the parties were indicted for con- 
spiracy, it was necesscry for the counsel to say “ they were 
““ connected in some sort of secret design!’ an odd sort ot 
secret design it must be, which was to be carried into effect by 
public meetings at noon, advertised for many days previous to 
the time of meeting! But Mr. Scarlett found a still more odd 
method of proving this some sort of secret design. He said, 
“it appeared that some time last year, a meeting took place in 
“ Smithfeld !” Good, and what then? Why, “ resolutions 


** were passed at that meeting, inculeating that the time was 


“ come, when some extraordinary and unprecedented measure 
“ was to be taken!’ Good, again; and, what then? Why, 
“it was known that Mr. Hunt was the person who proposec 
these resolutions, among which there were two recommend- 
ing the people to resist the payment of taxes, and declaring 
they were not bound to obey any laws, enacted by the pat 
liament as it was now formed!” Very good, indeed ; enly 
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it happens to be known, that Mr. Hunt did not propose the 
resolutions; he being in the chair, and, of course, precluded 
from the possibility of taking such a part. Mr. Hunt pué the 
resolutions; but to have stated this, would have been to de- 
stroy the argument. Next, Mr. Hunt's presiding at that meet- 
ing, was “a probable cause of his being invited to preside at 
‘ Manchester!’ This is a very good guess for Mr. Scarlett ; 
but what has it to do with the some sort of secret design ? 
Why, “it appeared that on the 9th of August a meeting was 
“ projected to be held by the People of Manchester, for the - 
“ purpose of considering public grievances, and discussing the 
* question of parliamentary reform ; and also to elect a repre- 
sentative to be returned by themselves, to sit in parliament !”” 
Allthis Mr. Scarlett, and the public, have long since gathered 
from the public prints; but it requires the sagacity of a wedl- 
paid counsellor, to find any sort of secret design in so very 
public a matter! Then comes a sentiment borrowed from the 
Regent’s proclamation, which may account, but not atone, tor 
its nonsene. He says, the proposition to elect a representative, 
was a “ measure which no man could contend, fell short of 
“the highest misdemcanour which could be committed. It 
* was a denial of the authority of ald daw, and an interference 
“ withthe prerogative of the Kiog huuself, without whose sanc- 
‘* tio from the earliest periods, no persons had the right to re- 
* turn members to parliament!” Could Mr. Scarlett have said 
this? and could a judge have listened to such palpable equivo- 
cation, and evident falsehood, without expressing his contempt 
of the means, and his indignation at the object aimed at? 

In the first place, to allude to the circumstances at all, was 
irrevelant; as such meeting was never held, ‘The magistrates’ 
on the authority of the Regeni’s proclamation, pronounced the 
meeting illega/. Tue parties convening it, were well enough 
aware that it was perfectly legal; but shey were also aware 
that the magistrates wanted @ pretext for resorting to force : 
aud thev were determined none should be afforded by their 


conduct. Mr. Scarlett, in common candour, should have stated 
Vol, IV. No. 13, 
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that the abandonment of the intended meeting on the 9th of 
Angust, was a proof of the wish of the reformers to avoid any 
possible offence ; instead of quoting ihe objects of that meeting 
as proofs of a guilty con swiracy between the parties accused, 
What could be a greater deference to a local authority, than to 
take its exposition of the law, against the reason of the case? 
The character of the measure, of electing a representative, ts 
falsely drawn. Tt is not the prerogafiwe of the King, to call 
meinbers from what places he pleases, and to refuse them to 
others. It is not the prerogative of the King to call repre- 
sentatives of his stables, or the dog-keunels of his ministers; 
and to deny the towns of Manchester and Birmingham 
a share in the representation of the people. His sanction ts 
hot necessary to coafer a right, which is held independently of 
his power. ‘Llie representation of the people is vested in the 
people, as the source of afd power, and all right :—and they 
taut nol the sancuon of a king, to carry it ito effect. The 
King’s wit is a compulsory mandate, to the returning officer, 
to do his duty—not a thug conferring any right te elect 
representatives. ft inight as weil be argued that a man has no 
right to pay a debt, untiia writts issued to compel kim; a3 
that the people have no right to elect representatives, until the 
Kings’s writ renders it penal mm the returning officer, not to 
return whom the people lave chosen. 

The assertiun of Mr. Scarlett is also as false in faet, asin 
principle. Members have been returned to Parliament without 
writ, without charter, without prescriptive rigAt, or previous 
usage. A whole partiament bas been convened without ana 
Wiit, and its enactments remain yet on our statute-book. Did 
Mr. Scarlett then caiculate upon the ignorance or the partiality 
of his auditors, when he ventured such unfounded assertions? 

‘Che next point of argument to prove Mr. Hunt guilty of 2 
conspiracy is, that “he did not employ gentlemanly language 
when speaking of the Manchester Magistrates, and their prohi- 
bition of the meeting on the Gth of Aucust!” He even ventured 


to allude to nine Magistrates, as uot being more important 
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such Sfagisirates. 

Next follew the White-moss drillings. Mr. Scarlett says a 
drilf took place athe evening ofthe 14th inst. In the petition 
of Mr. Samuel Ramlord, the Burns of Lancashire, who is 
among the parties indicted, tins circumstance is clearly explain- 
ed, aswe'tasall the rest of the driddine, about which so much 
delusive alarm has been created. Whe large bodies of men 
move from distant places to a common point, it is evident that 
much confusion would ensue from an irregular march. A long 
war bas caused many military practices to be familar to the 
public eye. "Khe district in question contains a great number 
ot disbanded soldiers; and the ranks of the Reformers contam 
many of the most intelligent amongst them. ‘Tu go to Man- 

ester, in the military phrase, was, lo merch there; anda 
raarch implied the miliary order of march, namely, regular 
ranks, equal steps, and regulating eficers, to ensure due at- 
teation to orders. A promiscuous gathering of such multitudes 
to Manchester without order, without the guidance of individu- 
als appoint ~ to preserve order, would have been much more 
sheoniea Bamford Geclares that he drilled several de- 
saialonie si pot iv break the peace, but to heep it the more effec- 
tuatly, Small bodies nave de tys been m tee habit ef adoptiag 
the order in rank and file, da tueir deine :-—-witness clubs 
are wet drilicd for that 


ere Is no necessity for 


and election parties, If it be said they 
purpose, if is easily answered, that ti 
dnlling in such cases. whe stewards become officets —— 
the ~ of march singeeerally' united toa very wail aca a 
ine parues are ail knewn to eachother. ‘Vc substantiate the charge 


ofany revolutionary ain, military sneans, as well as military move- 
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ments, would be required in evidence. Where are the cannon, 
the musquet'y, the baggage-wagzons, and all the material ot 
anarmy? Had these been prepared for the preliminary dri/- 


Tings, there micht have heen some foundation for the charge ; 





bat when men say they meet to leara to walk without mceom- 
nioding each other, and noibing is broucht in evidence against 
them, but their endeavouring to learn whai they assert they 
met to acquire, there is a direct denial proved against their 
accusers, 

Well might Mr. Hunt enquire how the /earned gentleman 
‘“* meant to connect such circumstances with the charge against 
‘himself, and the other defendants!’ And not so well did 
the judge reply, that ‘ he had a right to suppose the learned 
* counsel would not introduce any circumstance whieh was not 
material to his case?’ Surely it was the business of the 
judge to know that a counsellor might introduce. matter very 
material to his object of prejudicing the jury, quite foreign 
to the merits of the case; and it is not a right of the judge, 
to suppose the prosecutor means no mischief to the prosecuted. 
The judge added, thatif Mr. Scarlett introduced any thing 
irrevelant, ‘* the result would be beneficial to the defendant's 
case!” Were Jacques now to chuse his garments, he would 
resign the motley, a wig and gown would better suit his wish 
for license. 

Another proof of the criminal designs of the defendants, is 
sought for in---‘fa removal of the hustings jijleen yards trom 
the place where it was first placed !”—aund in---“ the people 
having formed in great strength to protect them!” To 
heighten the efect, Mr. Scarlett borrows his “ forecs,’’ and 
“triumph,” from the echoes of Castlereagh and lis colleagues 
4n the House of Commons; end then introduces the flags 
with all the affected horror of Lord Sidmouth. The first is 
“equal representation, or death !? The narties exhibiting that 
banner, believed that “ equal representation’ was the only se- 
cure basis of * liberty ;” and having been taught to ery “ l- 


berty or death,” as the watch-word of their forefathers, they 
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substituted the meanxs for the effect; which they had a right 
to do, notwithstanding the censure of Mr. Scarlett. 

Another banner had inscribed upon it—“ No Corn Laws!” 
What has Mr. Scarlett to object to this?) Nothing. Why, 
then, did he mention it?) That it might be supposed criminal? 
These cunning lawyers sometimes overshoot their own aim. 
Next came the inscription of “ Annual Parliaments,” “ Unt- 
versal Suffrage,’ and ‘* Election by Ballot.” The learned 
counsel was surprised that Mr. Hunt did not perceive that 
‘“ those three terms, taken together, meant the “ subversion 
of the constitution?’ Other people wii! be much more sur- 
prised that the counsel should muke so great a mistake, or 
venture so ridiculous a statement. They may mean an sub- 
version of the boroughmonger’s constitution ;—or Sid- 
mouth’s constitution;—or Castlereagn’s constitution; or the 
“ yresent constitution,” as Mr. Scarlett calls it. Bat they 
mean only the restoration of that constitution for which our 
forefathers bled, and the security for its existence, which our 
children have a right to expect at our hands. The counsel 
added,—* it was most unfit, that, ou the subject of public 
“ grievances, the mob should dictate to the legislature.” It is 
much more unfit, that oe such subjects, the legislature should 
want any prompting to doits duty. “ Let the weavers and 
shoemakers, and other artizens, pedélion,” says the learn- 
ed counsel! Why did he not add, and, “ let the legislature 
“mock their petitions, or trample them under foot, as they 
“ have done before!” This would complete the tyranny of 
which half is uablushingly avowed, and the other impudentl y 
uuplied. The people have not only a right to petition for redress. 
They have a right to obtain redress. The right to petition has 
no other meaning. What folly is such affectation of reasoning, 
as the following —* Let those who are destined to get their 
‘* bread by the labour of their hands inform the legislature of the 
“* best course to be pursued, with respect to public affairs, if they 
“had mere wtsdom than those by whom they were conducted ; 
“ but let not dcmagogues state to them, that those three 
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ischood, Shah My. Scarlett claiin an unbounded, and pro- 
fessional Neeuse to insult the sanctuary of justice with what is 
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become s0--but should it ever be the footstool of a tyrant, may 
it never want an avenger! “Ehis imaginary dagger of the counsel 
resembles too closely the trick of the despotic maniac Burke, 
when he threw one down on the table of the House of Com- 
mons :--.and the efect was probably the same. Even the minis- 
terial members laughed at the stage-trick of the cloquent and 
pensioned bediamite ; and an Eaglish Jury is not more likely to 
be deceived than'a modern House of Commons, 

The heads of the accusing charge are now disposed of; and 
taken separately, they amount to nolhing, The real question 
then is, how many cyphers make a jigure? and what — 
nation of nothings is required to bring forth something / Each 

separate point of the pretended accusation, is filse, or frivolous. 
iiow must they be combined, to make of them ¢mportance aud 
truth? The conduct of the judge is of some importance, as 
trials are now conducted; which it would not be, if all jury- 
men were aware of their Gwn nnportance. The object of the 
prosecution is to make out a case of alarm, to “ peaceable and 
ordinary’ minds. Mur, Hunt repels this, by shewing that the 
cause of alarm was created by those who pretended to fear it; 
but the judge denies this to be evidence! It is permitted to 
tle prosecutor to infer danger, while it is denied to the accused 
to prove there was none; which proof lies in the fve?, that 
when illegally assaulied, the assembly made no resistance: 
The judge says, ‘ It may be true that blood was spilt, and I 
am sorry for it, but we are not frying that here!’ Certain!y 
not, my lord judge; you are not érying the evidexce, but you 
are trying the point of which this is the best evidence on this 
question arising, the judge took occasion to give his opinion on 
the point of law respecting the éegality of the ee than 
Which nothing more sivgufar cau be well imagined; and when 
it is considered as a decision by the Judge, of a pith which 
the Jury were trying, it becomes peculiarly churacteristic of the 
nature of the proseention. ‘The opinion of the jadge is— 
“thatifl a meeting assembles in suck numbers, and with suck 


strength, as to excite alarm in the minds of peeecable subjects, 
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that meeting is Hlegal!” This 1s judicial nonsense. Who are 
the peaceable subjects, that are to give evidence of the excited 
alarm? There are tliree classes of individuals, who may affect 
alarm at apy public meeting :—foo/s, knaves, and cowards. 
Many electioneering assemblies are in such numbers, and such 
strength, as to alarm their opponents, and meke every peaceably 
disposed man tremble for the fate of his head, or of his win- 
dows. Are such assemblies therefore wrlawful, if they neither 
assault the windows or the head 2? The doctrine of construc- 
tive tumult is as ridiculous as that of constructive treason; 
and it may be trusted, will share the same fate. The judge, in 
some degree corrected limself, on the following day, by saying, 
that “he did not inéend to exchide evidence of the peaceable 
character of the meeting, by the absence of resistance.” If so, 
why did he object to the evidence of the unprovoked attack, 
and spilling of bluod, by the aggressors? Nothing could se 
well iestify the absence of resistance, as the reception of treat: 
ment which would have justified resistance ? 

The meeting was legal if its purnort were legal—if the mode 
of convening it were legal—if t!.e parties convening it bad a le- 
gal right so to do---and if nothing occurred at the meeting, con- 
irary to law, on the part of the conveners and directors. ‘The 
numbers and strength of the meeting, could not destroy the 
right to assemble; nor the fears of the foolish, alter the legal 
character of the meeting, while the numbers were peaceable 
and orderly, and the strength not resorted to, even in self-de- 
fence. On this ground we confidently anticipate a verdict of 


NOT GUILTY!!! 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We have availed ourselves of the index to some valuable informa: 
tion forwarded by Miletis. 

Several useful communications are reserved for future opportun: 

ties of insertion 
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THE BLACKNEB, No. IX. 





‘© My Masters of Misrule! 1 have a crow to pluck with you.” 
Onp Pray. 


75. Equity in law, is the same that the spirit is in religion— 
what every one pleases to make it : sometimes they go accord- 
ing to conscience, sometimes according to law, sometimes ac- 
cording to the rule of court. Equity is a roguish thing: for 
law we have a measure, and know not what to trust to. Equity 
is according to the couscience of him that is Chancellor, and 
as that is larger or narrower, so is equity. It is all one, as if 
they should make the Chancellor’s foot, a standard for the mea- 
sure we calla foot. What an uncertain measure would this 
be! One Chancellor has a long foot, another a short foot, 2 
third an indifferent foot. It is the same thing in the Chancel- 
lor’s conscience.-—-John Seldon’s Table Tatk. 


ae 


76, Let those that are in error enjoy the same peace and 
tranquillity as the faithful ; and a restoration of intercourse may 
go far to reclaim them to the right way. Let none molest ano- 
ther; but jet every one act as his conscience dictates. Let those 
who have a true opinion concerning God, believe that such only 
as regulate their lives by the rule of his laws, lead a holy and 
upright life; but let those, that conferm not thereto, erect 
temples (if they will) and consecrate groves to vanity. And let 
no man, in any point, of which he is ever so clearly convinced, 
offend in any wise or endamage another: but when a man hath 
discovered a trath, let him therein benefit bis neighbour, if pos- 
sible, otherwise pass bim by. For a man voluntarily to strive 
after immortality, is one thing: it is another, to be compelled 
thereto by the fear of punishinent.—Constantine the Great.” 
Flusebius’s Life of Constantine. 


pire 











——— 


* The memory of this first imperial head of the church, stands 
attainted of treason against Christianity. The records of history 
tell us, that his barbarian patronage infected her purity, and warp- 
ed her simplicity; but it was reserved for future potentates, to 
poison her health with the strong drink of persecution. An hun- 
dred rulers, female and male, absolute and limited, Catholic aud 
Protestant, have contended for the prize of blood; but the Cy- 
press gariand hangs yet in obeyance over the course of the gospel 
Olympic. Reason indeed had ventured to foretell, that the con- 


test would have heen decided, the victory declared, long before 
Von, IV. No, 71, 
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77. Twas afraid that this government (of Witham 3d) would 
float and move about ou the face of the waters, till we were at 
a certainty about our parliaments ; and sherefore, when wait - 
ed on my lord Devonshire, before the coronation, L said, that 
we were never the better for this revolution, unless we had a 
eubibeanent of parliaments—that our ‘ ancient right was annt 

‘ versary parliaments ; and that nothing else could set the 20- 

‘vernment to rights.” Knowing how much he had assisted the 
king, and seeing the white staff in his hand, t concluded oa 
his 1 interest with the king, and therefore said, ‘ My lord, you 
* may make a complunent of thts matter to the king, and tell 
« him, that we must have good laws in a good reign—or never, 
* for we cannot have them in a bad o: ie ; and the laws made in 
* agood reign, are to support us when a bad one comes; as 
* the seven years of plenty in Egypt, sustained the seven years 
* of famine.’ It breaks no rules, to repeat my own discourse 
with his lordship; nor to say, that he gave me the hearing ; 
nor to add, that a certain knigiit pulled me by the sleeve, 
which nad no other eflect than to make me spegk the more, and 
the more earnestly, to my lord, in that matter. —Rerd. Samuel 
Johnson. Essay concerning Parliaments et a@ certainty, 169- 





78. The execution of the late king, (Charles Ist) was one of 
the fattest sacrifices that ever Queen Justice hal.—-Cooke. Mo- 
narchy no creature of God’s making, 1652. 


79. Where wasting the public treasure bas once obtained in 
a court, all good order is banished, because he who would pro- 
mote it, and be frugal tor bis price, is looked upon as a com- 
mon enemy to all the rest: virtue, (which raises men by leisurely 
steps,) is neglected, when vice and flattery will ina little time 
bring a man ‘to a great estate: nor is industry cultivated, where 
he docs his business sutticiently, who knows how to apply and 
how to beg in a lucky and critical momegt: moreover, at such 
a season, many of the people’s representatives lose their in- 
tegrity, when they see others running from every bench to» 
share in the universal plunder of the nation — Dr. Charles Da- 
venant. 1 Discourse upon Grants and Resumptions, 1799. 


_—-- -—— 


&0. Goverainent may be made to be respected, not because 
at is ancient, or because it Is sacred, not seven: it has been 
established by > varons, or applauded by priests, but because it ts 
useful. Men may easily be instructed to maintain right, which 
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the 19th century ; but, alas! even re ason was wrons, for once. 


True; but why did she meddle with proplicey } N 
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«s their interest to maintain,-~and duties, which it is their in- 
te wer to perfora, This is the only principle of authority that 
tues not violate justice and insult humanity. Tt is also the 
— one which can POSsess § stability. — Sar James Mackintosh, 

Vindicia Gallica, 1792. 


—— 


81. Methinks 1} see Christ’s favourite disciple come up from 
ihe regions of the dead on a swearing day, and repair to the 
senate house where the fathers of our country are assembled. 
‘Pheir grave and devout looks suthciently shew that matters of 
high coucernment are in hand. ‘Phe spectacle awakens John’s 
whole attention: he hears a multitude of duties, laws, ordi- 
nances, commands, prohibitions, statutes, comstitutions, all read 
over with an audible formal voice; and so just and proper, so 
adapted to tlie good of society and the personal welfare of in- 
dividuals, that every one should take delight in living up to 
such injunctions, not ouly foc conscience sake, but for his own 
particular benetit. The benevolent disciple overflows with 
joy, and with a gratulatory warmth cries out— beheld how 
they love one another !” But soon ts this rapture interrupted by 
an imprecatory murmur,—all the assembly confusedly swearing 
to live ac cording to those Injunctions, and that on their failure 
the hands thev lit) up may be blasted frem heaven,--then 
éongues rot 1 their moutlis,—-their eves never more see the 
light, their ears lose thei: learing,—the thunder crush their 
teeth, —their limbs drop assunder,—and their entrails burst 
amid the most exquisite tortures. How deeply is John’s tender 
soul touched at such a scene! ile shudders to hear them in- 
voke the God of justice, that if they fail in these duties, they 
may be excluded from ail mercy,—even at the last gasp,—and 
all the vials of wrath poured on their guilty heads! He shud- 
ders to hear poor mortals subject themselves to the worm that 
never dies, to the unquenchable fire, to the torturing smoke 
which ascendeth up for ever and ever! Compassionate tears 
sow stream down his cheek, his heart melts with grief ; and with 
faltering accents he utters these few words,—“ what rancour is 
this in the children of men!” In conclusion he hears, that God, 
<whose tender wercies are over all bis works) will execute these 
curses. Tis he cannot endure ; and sighing out, “O, pitying 
love! O immense clemency!’ > he hastily returns to the regions 
of death, as more grateful than so shocking a scene.—RHer. 


Herport of Berne. dn Essay on truths of importance to the 
happiness of mankind, 1760. 


——— eee 


82. Mr. Henry Saviiie four ambassador at Paris) is said to 
have replied to a Frenchman, whe exulted on the tine writings 
ot his countrymen, * that there were but two subjects in na- 
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‘ture wolth a wise man’s thoughts, namely, religion and vy, 
‘vernment, and they durst speak of ne ther.’ *—Thomas Gor- 
don. {ni de pe nile ne if tig, 1? Y), 


o_o 2S 


83. For the same cause, God commanded Moses to hang up 
all the captains and heads of the peopie, for that by their ex- 
ample they made the people idolators also. He had no respect 
to their authority as rulers, but so much the rather would he 
have them sharply pnnished, that is, hanged against the sun 
without mercy. Which judgment, though it was done at God’s 
commandment first, and after at Moses’s, yet were the people 
executors of the law, and all did understand that it) was just; 

and not for that time only, but to be a perpetual example foi 
ever, and a sure admouition of their duiy, in the like defection 
from God, to hang up such rulers as should draw them from 
him. Now though it appear at first sight a great disorder that 
the people should take upon them the punishment of trans- 
gression, yet when the magistrates and other officers cease todo 
their duty, they are as it were without officers, yea worse than 
if they had none at all; and then God giveth the sword into 
the people’s hands, and he Itimself is become immediately their 
head, (if they will seek the accomplishment of his laws,) and 
hath promised to defend and bless them.-- Christopher Good 
man. Elow superior powers ought to be obeyed, 1358. 





84. Dr. Earl accused the Parliament of endeavourmeg the de- 
struction of learning; which I desiring hin to make appear, he 
told me, that by abolishing episcopacy we took away ail encou- 
racement to it: for that men would not send their sons to the 
university had they not some hopes that they might attain to 
that preferment. To this, I replied, that it would be much 
more honest for such men to train up their children at the 
plough, (whereby they might be certainly provided with a 
livelihood,) than to spend their time and money in advancing 
them to an office pretended to be spiritual and intended for 
spiritual ends, upon such a sordid principle and consideration. 

Edmund Ludlow’s Memoirs. 1698. 





* Time has strangely reversed the relative situations of 
the two countries! What France has dared to speak, to write, 
aud to act, on these excelling subjects, is yet green im our living 
memorics ; what Britain has suffered, and is now suflering, fer 
less daring in these particulars, our well peopled dungeons siiffi- 
eieutly testify. 




















rHE BLACK DWAREB. 583 


LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARYF. 
nig pee — 
Krom the Black: Dwarf in Londen to the Yellow Bonxe at’ 


Jepan, 


SOME HOPE LEET FOR EUROPE —A TYRANT TREMBLING 
AT TUE SWORD OF JUSTICE, HELD TO HIM BY HIs 
INDIGNANS SUBJECTS. 





RESPECTED FRIEND, 

[ have now news for thee that will gladden thine 
heart, and call forth orisons of joyful gratitude. Yes, my 
friend! ‘Phe age of cowls, and gowns, and baubles shall pass 
away; and the triumph of reason and freedom tune every 
heart to rapture. Ferdinand of Spain 1s conquered! He kneels 
before his offended people! He offers them, what they can 
take ; and begs for the title he has disgraced so long. A re- 
volution, a spontaneous revolution has taken place. A 
people have turown off the yoke. An army has eman- 
cipated the country, it was intended to enslave. IL shall 
be more reconciled to the existence of a military array 
than [| have been. All soldiers are not traitors to their 
country, at the command of a tyrant. The French guards 
refused to combat against their feilow-citizens, and the Spanish 
troops have erected, and defended the standard of genuine 
freedom. ‘There is still hope for the European world. Its 
darkest corner has emitted the brightest light:---and the des- 
potic image has been dashed from its pedestal, where it was 
deemed the most secure. The tools of despotism are alarmed. 
They thought the “ redcés” couid effect nothing---that it was a 
mere “ military tumult <” a trifling dispute about “ arrears. ”’ 
The Courier “ took leave” to call them ‘ rebels ;” and the 
French ministerial prints announced descretion and disaster, 
as thinning the ranks of the Insurgents. Meanwhile the au- 
thority of Ferdinand melted like the snow, hefore the spreading 
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indienation of the people. His tvoops jomed tae patriotic 


standard. Efis generals saw it was uscless to resist the current, 


and they foo fellin with the tide ef poputar onion. The 
threats employed by despots on such occasions were made use 
of invain. Confident in their strength, as in the justice of 
their cause, the patriot leaders were conte:.te] with elevating’ 


° 


the standard of revolution. ‘Fhe nation gathered round as fast 


ow 


us the intelligence could pass mito the different districts, and 
SPAIN IS FRBE! it bas only to SECURE ils {eedom, which ts 
a much more Important task, 

All hope of resistence being idle, Ferdinand offers to em- 
brace, those whom he would more willingly sacrifice. He wall 
convene the cortes, and establish the constitution ; roclaimed 
by the cories. Aye; aid he would again banish, prison, 
and persecute the members of the cortes, and burn the ccnsti- 
tution, if it were in his power. Let Inm not be trusted. He 
has once broken his royal word, and awarded to the brave 
defender of his throne, the punishment of the most igneble of 
mankind, Chains and death has he returned for feagdons 
and a diadem! Yrust him! rely on him! negotiate with him! 
Madness, as fatal as ndiculous! What guarantee has he left to 
ofler? What pledge can he bestow? If he persecuted to exile 
and to dezih, those who preserved to him a crown, what re- 
ward may those expect, who have bent his stubbora heart, 
who liave excited his fears, and worked reformation, by force, 
ina soul meapable of being moved by justice, or beund by 
law, He now promises a constitution! But they need not owe 
one to his promises. They can seeure if to themselves. 

On the seventh of Mare, all hopes of being able to meet the 
Insurgents having expired, this would-be kiug publistied the 
following royal decree ;— 

“My royal Council of State havine made hiown to me, 


ce ! ‘4 


how much the convocation of the Cortes, would tend to the 


€é mee if oe 7) F . re - Bry p rt nea 

welfare of the monarchy; in conforming to their advice 
¢ IM AICEe . cies can —— : . ¢ ¥ De oe 
* because if isin accordance with ihe fundamental laws. which 
«€ 1 , 


[have sworn to observe, | sei/f that the Cortes be imme- 


Le rhe ¢ . " ita ' ‘ ‘ , 
diateiv convencd, To this end the council will take the 
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+ most suitable measures that niy desire should be fulfilled ; aud 
that the leaiwtimate representa tives of thie people should ve 
“* heard, they being duly invesied, ace cording to the laws, woh 
the necessary powers, By this means, every tinng that the 
public weal requires will be procured, ‘Phey must be con- 
i 

© aineed that they will find me ready to atlend to every thing 
“ that the gxterest of ike state, and the happiness of my peo- 
“ le, who have viven me so miny proofs of their loyalty, 
‘* may demaud.” 


How truly mean is the cant of a despairing despot. Te will 
convene the Cortes! convinced that such a measure would tend 
to the weifare of the monarchy. What convinced his Spanish 
Majesty. ‘Fhe bavonets that gather round the capital? 
He is ready to tuke any iheasures that the iaterese and 


happiness of the people require? Wiat niaies his Spanish Mae 


7s 


‘sty so Genevofent at this peeuhtaur crisis? The fear lest the 


Cane 
> 


people should think themselves the best judges of what may be 
conducive to their interest, or fie happiness! Phis fiist trick 
of affected cencession did net answer with the people. The 
slacards announcing it, were indignantly torn down by the 


= 


nopulace of Madrid: ood the Constitution as prociaimed by 


i 


4 ‘ aa «4 . . ¥ e T;" Cay gerne } , brclhia . > “ee « 
March, therefore, Fersinand published a second reyval proclae 


bd ¢ 5 : j 4 ty at + 71%C 
maven, wi tae fouewiy lernys 5-- 


To avoid the delays which niight take place, ili COuse* quence 
of the uncertainties which the execution of my decree for the 
immediate convening of the Cortes, Inay CXperience in coun- 
cil; and the public wild being generally pronounced, i have 
“ dlecided upon swearing to the constitution promnloated by 
. the general and extrao rdinat ry Cortes, in th ke year 1S12.” 


e¢ 


| ile 


Still would Ts sav, trust Aim not. 


It has been necessary to 
force him to respect th public hep and the fate of a hundred 
victins of his breach of fuith, if it does not eall for vengeance, 
calls fondly for rein speuRtty agains! future royad treausons. 


Riis tie 


ceptance of a system which he abolished, and has hitherto 


reson ed, can y be attributed to his fears. They will be 
Supersed d bs his iver, when his present diinculties ‘are CUil- 
iuered. He has no wali quality, on which confidence can 
be grounded; and to repose any trust in bin, withouta power 
onsfantly ready to eblice him to itz ebservance, would be an 


j 
a, 


‘he Cortes, m 1812, was loudly demanded, On the elohth af 
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act of insanity. To keep sucha foree to watch him with the 
same vigilance that the keepers of a lunatic ohserve all his 
movements, would be a wanton waste of the national resources. 
Let him seek his own subsistenee in what way he may think 
proper, and leave the people to the management of their own 
affairs. He is not necessary to the interests, or happiness of 
the Spanish nation. ‘Phe people have outgrown the cradle, 
and the swadling cloth's, and want no more costly baubles for 
their amusement. 

The other European despots gaze at this revolution, with 
absolute amazement. It is a movement on the political chess 
board, quite unanticipated by them. There were no sedilious 
publications. no blasphemous pamphlets circulated through 
Spain. An 7tinerant orator would have beenthere as great a 
wonder as the wandering Jew! Yet a revolution has not 
merely been projected, but ACCOMPLISHED. A_ king has 
confessed himse!f unable to resist the general expression of the 
PUBLIC WILL, which tt was imagined was entirely suffocated 
by arbitrary laws, and despotic regulations. Sidmouth, 
Castlereagh, and their colieagues, may learn from this event, 
that REVOLUTIONS are the OFFSPRING of DESPOTISM ; and 
that the more arbitrary they render the government of this 
country, the nearer they advance the crisis of revolution. 


Thy friend and well-w isher, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 


P.S. As thou art probably unacquainted with the constitu- 
tion of LS12, Twill, ter thy information, select a few of the 
articles which partake of the pure spirit of freedom. — I have 
not suthicient space for the whole, as they occupy no less than 
120 pages. ‘The first | present thee with, is article 2, whieh 
declares, that the Spanish nation is free and independent, and 
as not, nor cunnot be, the patrimony of eny person or fa 
mily, 

And the third states, the sovereignty resides essentially in 
the nation, and the right of enacting its fundamental laws be- 
Jongs exclusively to it. 

Here thou wilt perceive the King of Spain admits, in se 

many words, that ‘divine night” is an obsolete pretension ; 
and state that all Spaniards are hound, without any distinction 
whatever, to contribute, in proportion to their means, to the 
expences of the tate, 
_ By this article, the exemptions ef the nobility and clergy 
from the payment of their share of the expences of the stale 
are abolished, and the basis laid fer a just and equitable taxa~- 
tion for the necessary expences of the covernment. 


A ‘ ‘ x . - 
These throu iit sats wail regilations WW rthiy of mnitallon, mt 
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twill only add a few of the articles on the mode of govern- 
ment, aad reserve my remarks for a future opportunity, 

“co7 The Cortes consists in the umon of allthe Deputies 
that represent the nation, nominated by the citizens, In manner 
as thereinaiter stated. 

“23, Phe basis of national representation is the population. 

“31. For every 70,000 souls there shall be one Deputy to 
the Cortes ; any odd number exceeding 35,000 shall name a 
Deputy for themselves, _ 

“ol. To bea Deputy of the Cortes, it 13 necessary to bea 
citizen 25 years old, with a proportionate income, to be here- 
after specified. 

«05. The Secretaries of State, the Councillors of State, and 
the Officers of the Royal Househo'd, are ineligible as Deputies 
to the Cortes. | 

162. The Deputies to be indemnified for their expences by 
a provincial rate 

“108. The Deputies shail be renewed entirely every two 
years. 

“110, A member is not eligible to two successive Parlia- 
ments. 

“119 et seq. The king is te be made acquainted with the 
assembly of the Cortes. He is to attend personally at the for- 
mal opening; or if not, the president shall open the session 
without delay. The King is to enter the assembly unguarded. 
He is to make a speech, saying whatever be thinks fit, or send 
lis speech to the President. ‘The Cortes cannot deliberate in 
presence of the king. ~The sessions are to be public. The 
persons of the deputies to be inviolable for their opinions. In 
criminal cases, they are to be tried by a tribunal of the Cortes ; 
and are not to be sued at civil law, nor levied upon for debt, 
during the session, or for one month afterwards. 

Lhe powers of the Cortes are, to propose and decree the 
laws; and to interpret and alter them on necessary occasions : 
to determine any doubt of fact or right, that may oceur in 
order of the succession to the crown; to approve, previvus to 
ratification, the treaties of offensive alliance, of subsidies, and 
the particulars of commerce ; to permit or refuse the admission 
= foreign troops lato the kingdou; to fis the expences of the 
ine Pram ene NG to establish annually the taxes; to de- 
svg pe — the . — standard, the figure and de- 
tion in the “i re > i sta apie a general pian of public instruc- 
det Hhesadian 7 ¢ iceman: and approve that w lich is intended 
Kitical te, ation of the Prince of Austrias ; to protect the po- 

iberty of the press; to render real and effective the re- 


sponaihilite of ; . § | 
Ponstouity of the Secretaries of State, and other persons in 
public employ.” 
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Tiit CATO STREET CONSPIRATORS. 





; 2 ae . te * ‘ 9 an i Ee . a ae « a oo 
t HLITCCiVe iby Q1 papers, thal t11€ Paraes mn "USTOUY 


for the Cato Street couspiracy, are to be mdicted before a 
Gsrand Jury, tinal bills may be found agaist them for hiek 
treason and wm reer. Vhey are at gresent committed by the 
privy ‘eau: and the evidence on which they have been so 
eomuiited is not before the pursing ’ haul not very solicitous 


about thew fate, as ticividuc ls ; but as far as public justice is 
concerned In the administration of the law. . hen an idivie 
dual would proceed against the crown, hie is made to eonform 
tu the law; and T see no reason why the avents of the crown 
should tiot be equally bound by its dictates. 

Some blame is duc to those who were aware of the nature of 
the busivess, and did vara the officers of the danger they 
would sane fiad the police s waited until the arrival of the 
military, aud the premis es | eon surrounded, a quiet surrender 
must have jones - and the affair would dave been divested of 
the horror occasioned ly the loss of life. 

The Courier, with its usual ferocity, exults inthe idea, that 
ifthe ministers voila ibe upable to furnish aut a decent execu 
tion tor Aryh treason, the parties will still be got ru lot by an 
execution for the murder, ‘Phis is very near saying, “it 15 lucky 
* that Smithers was murdered, or we might have had no execu- 
“ tion % aii!’ Tfthe parties have not committed treasun It is 
quite ¢ lear they shou ld not be execut ail for treason. Aud to 
repoice ill tie eommission of crime, ot Withii tile onlginal in- 
teution of the conspirators, savours sirongly of the demoniac. 

But there is a legal question wpou Us subject, which will re- 
quire the greatest aliemiion on the part of the Jary ultinately 
siminoned to decide _— their fate. It is this— were thre 
officers legally authorised co pursue ihe line of conduct which 
they adopted?’ If so, where 1s the warrant which conferred 
such authority? Tt was esse'nt tal to the validity of the verdict of 
udfud murder. Lam neither denying that Smithers was mur- 
dered, nor anxious to exe ulpate his murderers, but the crime 
should be /egal?y proved, ‘the O/diamn inquest was set aside, 
Oi account ¢ of the -Dlander and neglect of the coroner himselt! 
That i iS, the law was evaded, bec -~ i as veut ot the law did not 
— or would noi de his duty. think John Lees was as il- 

legally killed as Richard Smithers ; . gir demand, in the name 
of public justice, an equal adininistration of the law. ‘The ob- 
ject of certain persons was to prevent a verdict of wilful mur- 
der being found in the one case, let the evidence be as conclu- 
sive as itmight. And there are persons who would exult at 
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such a verdict against the parties now accused, though no evi- 
dence at all could be produced fo support it, 

Ailow me to as . asain where is the warrant under which the 
arrest teok place? And, more particu larly alow me to ask, why 
st Was not prot Jace at the Coroner's fn quest : 2 [fit was in 

reste uCe, r ath: have been procure gd. oifit could not he pro- 
diel i an hour, or a dav, or a week, the inquest ought to have 
been adjourned. ‘Phe Oldiam Inquest were adjourned fora 
month to prevent a verdict. Surely the London one might have 
been adiourned a week, to cbtain a ecrrect one. Every thine 
depends npou the terms of the werrant ; aid if the warrant 
bad po existence, or fas been lost, the officers have no legal 
prooi of thei oh authority, to justify their conduct, and the charge 
af murder fal!s to the ground, 

‘bhe rane . the law ougit net to be isp sased with in any 
case; and the less so, in Crown prosect: tions, where the par- 
ties must be toe conversant with them to be allowed to plead 
ignorance, orto be tolerated in neglect. In eriminal cases, it is 
a rule to receive only the went evidence that can be given. The 
warrant -was that best evidence ; and it was strange conduct in 
the Coroner to suiler a verdict to be given withont its produc- 
tion, when it might so materially have alter ‘ed the circumstances 
under which the killing ef Smithers took place. Not to have 
produced the warrant, has occasioned a suspicion that the pub- 
hic were desired to take them for guilty upon trust, until it was 
found convenient to expose the proof of the guilt. 

‘Phere is another difheulty, haere ‘seg upon the non-pro- 
duction of the warrant. Ifit should be pr oduced now, it will 
be enquired why it was not given to the Coroner’s Inquest ? 
and it may be suspected that in the liurry and confusion of the 

affair, nO Warrant was actually issued. It is not ev ery one who 
will take the word of a Bow Street officer; and some persons 
who are more than commonly sceptical, may not deem the ma- 
vistrate’s word so good as the warrant. 

ii seems evident, that had Smithers not been killed, the lives 
of the conspirators had not been in any danger; and their con- 
viction, Or acquittal, will then depend entirely upon the nature 
of the warrant; a very strong cause why the warrant should be 
sought for as diligently as possible. If the officers were not 
authorised to mi. a foreble entry, the parties were justified 
un resisting them. ‘The error, therefore, of not produeing the 

warrant to the Coroner’s Inquest, ought to be remedied by its 
production to the Grand Jury. It will not look weil to reserve 
until the final trial: as it may give rise to suspicions, pro- 
eably wufounded, that it may not be easy to eradicate. 

Yours, &c. 
FAIR-PLAY FOR ALL, 


Sree, eee 


; 

; 
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PLS. What do you think of the advice siven to the King 
to pronounce the parties guilly, BEFORE trial > Is it conso- 

want to the principles of the law, which Says every man is inno- 
cent, until he is leyally cenvicted? 1 beg your pardon—but I 


had forgot that Sidmouth’s amendments of the law have obli- 
EY ifs ancient features. 





ey 


LETPER FROM ALGERNON SIDNEY IN dese SWER 
TO ONE PERSUADING HIS RETURN 'TO ENG- 
LAND SOON AFTER THE eennads ION, 


SIR, 
fam sorry [ cannot in all things, conform myself to 
the advice of my friends. If theirs had any jolat concernment 
with iniue, [ would willingly submit my interests to theirs, but 
When I aione ami interested, and they only advise ine to come 
ever as soon as the act of im demnity j Is past, because they think 
if is best for me, I cannot wholly lay aside ny OWN judyme nt 
and choice.---f confess we are naturally inclined to delight i in 
our own country, and T have a particul ir love for mine, I hope 
I lave given some testimouy of if. Tf think that being exiled 
from it, is a great evil, and would redeem myself from it with 
the loss of a great deal of my blood. 
But when that country of mine which used to be esteemed 
a paradise, is now like to be made a sti age of injury, the li- 
berty which we hoped to establish 0; ppressed,—all manner of 
looseness, luxury, and lewdness set upin its height, instead of 
piety, virtue, sobriety, and modesty, which we hoped God by 
our hands would have ‘introduced, the best of our nation made 
apres tothe worst; the parliame? it, court, and army, corrupted, 
the people enslaved, all things vendible, and no man safe, but 
by such eviland infamous means, as flattery and bribery, what 
Joy can T have in my own country in this condition. Is it a 
pleasure to see all that I love in the world sold and de stroved. 
Shall L renounce ail my old principles, learn the vile court arts, 
and make my peace by bribing some of them. Shall their cor- 
ruption and vice be my safetv. No! betier isa life among 
strangers, than 1 my own country upon such conditions. 
Whilst L live, I will endeavour to preserve my liberty, oro 
least not consent to the destroying of it. Thopel shall die in 
the same principles in which | have lived, and will live no longe : 
than they can preserve ine. I fave in ny live been guilty of 
many follies, but as | think of no meanness, | will not blot and 
defile that which is past, by endeavouring to provide for the 
future, [have ever had in my mind, that when God should 
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cast me in such a condition as that T cannot save my life, but 
by doing an indecent thing, he shows me the time is come 
wherein L should resign it. And when I cannot live in my own 
country, but by such means as are worse than dying in it, | 
think he shews me that I ought to keep myself out of it. Let 
them please themselves with making the king glorious, who 
think a whole people may justly be sacrificed for the iuterest 
and pleasure of one man and a few of his followers, Let them 
rejoice in their subtlety, who by betraying the former powers 
have gained the favours of these, and not only preserved but 
advanced themselves in these dangerous times. Nevertheless, 
perhaps they may find the kings glory is their shame, his plenty 
the people’s misery, and that the gaining an office, or a litte 
money is a poor reward for destroying a nation, which if it 
were preserved in liberty and virtue, would truly be the most 
glorious in the world, and others may find they have with much 
pains, purchased their own shame and misery—“ a dear price 
paid for that which is not worth keeping, nor the life that 1s 
accompanied with it.” 

The honour of English parliaments has ever been in making 
the nation glorious and happy, not in selling and destroying the 
interest of it to satisfy the lust of one man. Miserable nation, 
hat from so great a height of glory is fallen into the most des- 
picable condition in the woud, of having all its good depending 
upon the breath and will of the vilest persons in it. Cheated’ 
and sold by them they trusted! Infamous trafric equal in guilt 
to that of Judas! In all preceding ages, have been the pillars 
of our liberty, the sure defenders of the oppressed. They who 
formerly could bridle kings and keep the balance equal between 
him and his people, are now become the instruments of all our 
Oppressions, and a sword ia his hand to destroy us. They 
are led by a few interested persons who are willing to buy 
ofhices for themselves by the misery of the whole nation, 
and the blood of the most worthy and eminent per- 
sons in it—detestable bribes. I will owe neither my 
life nor my liberty to any such means. When the in- 
nacence of my actions wil not protect nie, T will stay away 
till the storm be overpast. Tu short where Vane, Lambert, 
and Haslerigge connot live in safety, I cannot live at all. 
If Thad been in England, I should have expected a lodging 
with them, or though they may be the first as being more 
eminent than I, T must expect to follow their example in 
sufiering, as T have been their companions in acting. Lain 
most in amaze at the mistaken information sent to me by my 
inends, full of expectations, of favours and employments, 

Who can think that they who imprison them would employ 
wach Suffer me to live when they are put to death.” il 
migut Jive and he emploved, can it be expected that P would 
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overnment who seeks such : 
ing itself. © Ah no, | have not learned to make my own neace 
hy persecuting and betraying my fellow countrymen, more in- 
nocent anil worthy tran myself. Emust live by just means and 
serve to just ends 

ways, by which it is intended the king shail govern, E should have 
renounced any place of favour ito which the cs Iness of ney 
friends might have advanced me, when [foo v! those that were 
better than [ were only fit to be destraven. Thad formerly 


ae ; 
lofestable wavs of establish 


‘sf 


sor not at all. After such amanic faelanse the 


. . . | b ~ : * ad > ame . 
some jealousies, the frandulont Prociaenian for ladenimity 
e . ? - ” 
inereased them. Phe imprisown ie these tiree men, and 


turning out el the officers of the army contrary to promue, 
confirmed tie In my resolufion not to r ine Farewell “ my 


thoughts as to king and stite depending pon their actions, on 
man shali be amore farthfal servant to hin on I, if he make 
the good and prosperity of bis p eople his ciory?’ “None more 


his eaemy if he does the cantrary. “Po conclude. the tide ts not 


to be diverted, nor the oppressed delivered, but soil in his fimie 
will have mercy upon ins people. We will save and defend 


them, and avenge the blood of these who shall now perish 
upon the heads of their oppres SSO. 
Your faithful friend, 
ALGERNON SIDNEY. 
Sept. 1056, 





EO 





nae -— oe ours 


PTO THE EDITOR Or THE BLACK DWARF, 
Morpeth, March 9th, 1520. 
Nin. Dwary, 
One of thio mast disgusting scenes of ye ryury and cor 

ruption was exhibiied here this d: av thal was ever Witnesse: 7 
vet so familiar are the performers with such vices, that no 
one Starts al thei perpetration with feelings of indignation. 
peat two hundred horough-voters assembled to return two 

reinbers to the Aomourabde house. Elie two bailif’s took the 
babar oath without shaking, and swore that they had neithe: 
received nor expected to receive, either money or favour for 
their votes, and the whole herd of virtuous freemen assented 
to the same. Now what do vou. think Mr ore 


‘ 7 © 


13 the re- 
sult? Why as soon as this oath was bolted, each resident free- 
man received two ae and the nenuredients four guineas. 
Vhe two batifs are paid 261 each, some sav more: the town's 
serjeant 101. and the co: stables two guiness each for preserving 
order amonest the rabble. ‘Phe w: wes of co: ruption would be 
trifling did thes stop here: but there are pensioners at from 


$ to 6 shillings per week, Others entov v profit by sub-lettne 
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(  o5 , ¢ ' a Vs eo a " 
there ihe dds and tama of trom 10%. to 30h a Vead. resides y 
Madame bas a wilfmer’s bill, and sow and then some thing pretty 
fot miss Cr master. All itis is as me otorious as the sua at Noon. 
day, in this ancient and iadependeat borouga, No Wouder then 
, ‘ ‘ ] , *y* . ant , a ¥ i P ‘ , « = , 
| that a Morpeth free emcu should be an advocate ‘for thugs a3 : 
i | 
| hey are. yours, & 
A LOOKER.O'N i 
Fe ks JN: UN. i 
saeaetameaenae : 
TO TIES FRESUOLDERS OF THE COUNTS, Gi { 
‘ « i 
POLREL AM ; 
FELLOW-COUNTRYMEN, | 
You enroy an invaluabte privilege — pause serionshy before | 
you exercise it: for sour conduct is auxtously observed br an | 
enlightened, oppressed, apd uisalted popt ulation. Phese are times 
. h 4’ 
preguc iu Willi events oF eXtr aordainary interes’. for AM: ity re. 
| ‘ : a ; : 
| volution i is operating inthe mtellectuel w orid, and if ts as ridi- | 
culous to attempt te arrest its progress, as to unpede the one- 


‘ 
’ .* i . *, ‘ y = ’ 5 
rations o! nature. bhi Va: iF anees sor tials PUPP Ose ray indeed 


be formed, but he who believes in the OMuwoLcHee OF truth, 
will Jauch the wretched €onspirators to scorn. “They are acce- 


Tit 


lerating their own Gestinies. The liberal spirit of ihe use will 


»y~ 


fe & 


never be “ pur DoOWN,'” thougn opposed eves by the re- | 
| doubtable Sir BL. W. Ridiew. Bat how ludierous fur such a 


- abacus - ae wewe tag songs * ‘ . mae ¢ > 
9 On- -descript try qirect })f5 aes. cate an i potent efforts 
; ' 
ocamst prine ‘ples that have ry the novtest souls 
that ever dianitied the British 
Lhae most contemptible slave o 
Wharton, and his servile and Aaly adbereuts. have elso united 
° ° 4 og. pasa . Bee a MF. omens ‘Ot 
in identifying the cense of freedom with sedition, conspl ‘acy, 
é (| ‘ } etion! 66 Soe me ti) bw? ay gel vay? 6 4h “ ’ 
ant FSSASS ALO, ail ba ’ ee Ee \ CNX iaih, \ tt iit ‘Cc is of tue 


. 
ag ” . Fa 


. * . 7 - a) 
immisterha pos er, Richard 





pestilential doctrines (34 re, Grn, Les, it a fesy Jdoluded, stary- 
ing. aid desperzte men, corrapted by the examples of cruelty 


and injustice, whieh we have lately Witnessed and lament ed, 
shoutd also purpose to “ do evi i, th it good might come,’ * thee 
the ermes of arbitrary power become justificd—a respect 





i’ 
aye f 


for the mets of ahh Is converied into treasonm—and further 


wets of coercion are rendered necessary | Wiat admirable 
logic! What a conchisive demonstration of the utilitv and le- 
gality of oj ppreasien aud corrupt ion! bei is it possibte, that the 


selfish rn Gespicable abettors of tyranny can feel all the horror 
and indignation they express at the mere projection of a crime, 











: hiic Speeches on the subject of Re- 
oC lh. . 
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which in a recent case they stoutly and unblushingly defended 
Or do these men conden in others what t] ley justify in thea- 
selves? 

The gates of mercy have been shut upon the poor wretches 
lately apprehended ; for the Kine has been advised to pro- 
nounce them guilty, even before their trial! We, however, 
lave good reason to suspend our judgment. We behold a tew 
men, steeped i in poverty and wretchedness, yet In possession of 
such a quantity and nariety of weapons as excited the astonish- 
ment of Captain Filzclarence. We see the ministers, — the 
avowed patrons of spies, mtimately acquainted with the time, 
place, and all the circumstances of their secret meetings ; and 
it 1s peculiarly worthy of remark, that their plot (whatever may 
have been its object) was matured, and detected just upon the 
dissolution of the most wicked and corrupt Parliament that 
ever disgraced the annals of our country; and that the base 





conspirators, who have been oe the vitals of English 
Freedom, quote the circumstance wiih unboanted ti rhuenph “and 
exultation. Nothing, { hey imagine, could be more fortunate 


on the eve of a generaé election. 

The crime of a single individual, in PF rance, is at this moment 
urged as a pretext for robbing thirty millions of innocent peo- 
ple of their constitutional richts ; and may not the inteations of 
a few deluded aa frantic men be used here as an argument for 
the same purpose? Tlowever, we need not we so much alarmed 
as our ho at the manwuvres of powe ‘for we have few 
hberties leit us to care for. We are too sik to be much fur 
ther impoverished, 

Fellow-countryinen, it ts gratifying to reflect, that Mr. 
Lambton has entitled hinise!f to the honour of being abused 
and hated by the sf of mankind. Amongst other political 
sins, he is accused of defending the friends of a constitutions! 
and Radical Reform against the unjust calumnies of then 
enemies. Stand forth, ye tiled, reverend and pensioned libei- 
lers, and answer the mea whom ye have persecuted, tauuted, 
and oppressed: Have tiey not been unre ne sabred? Has 
not justice been denied them ? Has w ot ihe * respectable Press’ 
been incessantly employed in traducing their ‘characters, and 
misrepresenting their motives? Have not (lousands, nay hun- 
dreds of thousands of Retormers long and patiently suffered 
the most inconceivable privations? Yet what Laws have they 
violated? What crimes have they committed? Where have the 
alert slaves of despotism detected any irregularity in their pro- 
ceedings? They have endured all, suffered all, and have only 
noticed thei hauguty aud shall, ow cueniies witha smile of con 

tempt. Being opposed to vickeace, they app: wns Lo abaiunent— 


’ i 
smarting wud mt shiee, few advecate the piincipies of ¢ -quity, 


. ~~ 
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subjected to misrule, they are the friends of order. Thus do 
che Reformers staud strong in conscious rectitude, and wait with 
calm tranquillity the operation of a disorganised system of 
Policy —while they mark with interest the silent, rapid, and 
majestie progress of intellectual light. 

The county of Durham has not been productive of great 
men. For aces the baneful influence of a subtle priesthood has 
withered the energies of her sous. But the noble and inde- 
nendent soul of J. G. Lambton has at length dispelled the charm. 
fife will not follow,—he will precede the knowledge of the age ; 
and when joined in Parliament (where I am sure you will place 
him) with the little band of patriots, he will cherish the holy 
Hame of Liberty, even in the temple of corruption, until the 
great day of renovation arrives. 


A Nen-REPRESENTED ENGLISHMAN. 


aSierqua — 











AN ATTEMPT MADE, FORTY YEARS AGO, BY MAJOR 
CARTWRIGHT, TO AWAKEN THE PEOPLE TOA PROPER 
SENSEOF THEIR DUTIES AND THEIR IMPORTANCE. 


—— —----— 





“Tt is easier for acamel to go through the eye of a needle, than for 
« a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.”—Mark« x, 25. 


-—---— 


Reflect upon this saving; and upon the occasion on which it 
was delivered ; let it sink into your heart; and if there be oc- 
easion, learn also to know, that to be a Patriot is no less dith- 
cult than it is to “ imberit eternal life.’ Let us not practice 
self-deceit ; let us not hope for what is naturally impossible ! 
Would we claim that exalted character, we must -put away 
from us every vice, folly, and idleness: fashionable and polite, 
as well as gross and vulgar; and we should do well to consider 
seriously, whether Christian love, purity, charity, disinterested- 
ness, magnanimity, and piety, be not amongst its essentials ; or 
rather its very substance and being.* The “ ruler” who has 
kept “every precept of the law from his youth up,” when bid- 





* Lord Shaftsbury’s quarrel with Christianity for not inspiring a 
love of one’s country, hetrayed that he had only a very superficial 
knowledge of it. But, of all the causes of mental blindness, there is, 
perhaps, no one more fatal, than that wretched affectation which 
we may discern in all those who delight to indulge a talent for 
sneer and ridicule. Every separate virtue in that agoregate which 


we denominate patriotism, is taught by our religion in a degree of 


perfection incomparably surpassing the most refined precepts of 
Heathen philosophy: and we have an example in our Saviour, 


Ce ONT = 5. 
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Hall that he had, and take up the cross, went away 
tl 


c. -* 
a 


den to 

sOrrowing.” a ‘Oo se il atl hat he | i} ad ¢ <d add tehe up the CTrOsS, Was, 
iE seems, : oo hrard com nies { DOr one WHO a: ‘had vreal posses. 
SHONns.” ‘=r wiltioul liuis fast proot of hits si ‘rity, tiie rest Was 
of no avail. Po part with every thing tn the cause of our coun- 
tryis likewise a hard command; but, when necessary, ‘tis ¢ 
duty which patriotism exicts at our hamis. ‘To say, that, from 
eur youth we have respected the law, that we have not once 
violated the prinemies of the comstitaty on, nor harboured a wish 
adverse to freedom, are bul negative prefentions to the name of 
patuot, We must love our country, ‘owiih allour heart, with 
ait our strengii, and wit ait ouramind 2’? we must be continual- 
fy auxious tor its weiiare aad watchful over its safely. Were 
the day oftrial dawns, we must gird ourselves for the approach. 
inv tou. Our whole time aad talents, according fo our respec. 
tive situaticus, must thea te devoted to the exercise of all the 
various means by which we may hope to promote the public weal. 
iu short, we must, nsucha season, be ready to part with every 
thing, to labour in every thing, to atteinpt every thia:, to dare 
every thing, and to sider cvery ning, iu the ame cause of 
freedom and our conutry. “Phe dawsing of onr day of trial is 
alread past; the bloods morn is risen; and, behold ! the d@mon 
of ¢i vil diseord waves her black banner o’er Britain and 
Britain’s of offspring. Should the fell sword of despotisia prevail! 
over the gallant, higit-spirited provinces, wiat hath a Gisarmed 


volupiaous nation to defend it agen a couquering army, ree K= 
tng Wah the blood of freemen; and tegious of court depend. 
ants, its no less deadly toes ? Will & prostitute parliament he 
its shield in the hour of dismay? Holic ve it not !-—-Contem- 
plate also the aliernative, "Phe colonies trinmphant and inde- 
peiudent: tiis sad country exhausted; iis army, though re- 
turning with defeat and disgrace, yet strong in numbers, diset- 
pline, ‘and experience, and tullof rancour, revenge, and deadly 
hate towards bberty—the commerce of ihe iigdom lost, is 
revenue sunk, its credit gone, its allairs overshelined in bank- 
ruptey, and ruia, and despair. In sucu a state, will it not heat 
the mercy of domestic tyrants, or of foreign invaders ?—A 
heavy day of trial is ass suredly come Upon as. The liberties of 
our once happy isiand are doubtless on the verge of annihila- 
tion. Let the trumpet of Liberty then ie analarm! Let its 
blast reverberate from ever y extremity of our isle !—Let its 
shrill clamour pierce and vibrate through our British air, and 
shake off the Letbean fog which I: anes over us: jet it rend the 
very elements, and wake the dead !—So that, by a resurrection 
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weeping over the approaching fate of Jerusafem, although forty 
years distant, which it would net dishenour moderm patr iotism to 
ritate, See Lukes 41, 
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of virtue, we may bring salvation to ovr country. But, is it: 


not too true, that those who, at this awful crisis, should sound 
this alarm, are, too many of them, dissipating moments, big 
with events of such high importance, in ill-timed festivity and 
idle hospitality, in sports and pastimes? Forbid it, thou ge- 
nius of better times, which iuspirest the deep councilstand the 
gallant deeds of our Miltous, Sydueys, Hanipdens! Let us nof, 
iy God's name, waste a thouglit on the frivolous care of hares 
and partridzes, pheasants and foxes ! Be our racing horses left 
to grooms, our dogs to their keepers, and every other idle 
nleasure thought cn no otherwise, than as transient relaxations 
from those more noble and arduous attentions which now be- 
come Englishmen. “Phe vicious gaming tabie, the baseness of 
intrizue, the silly spectacle, hot heuses, tee houses, French 
cooks and confectioners; be these also the despicable delights 
of the sons of voluptuousness, and the tools of tyranny—and 
of them aloue. But when, during parliamentary vacations, we 
would confer with a professed friend of liberty on the great 
means of saving asiking state, when we would lay before hin 
proposa!s for introducing those means, or would urge upon him 
a train of weighty considerations, without attending to which 
all attempts iu the cause of freedom shall be vain: let us uot 
in the name of goodness, be told that this is the fishing season, 
or the shooting season; that fox-hunting ts begun, or that it Is 
a Newniarket mectimg! 2 blush at the humiliating recital! 
Shall patriotism, like game and woodcocks, have its season in 
which alone it shall be pursued or thought on? During the re- 
cess of the congress, John Dickenson is not to be found amongst 
grooms and stable boys; nor is Benjamin Franklin there occu 
pied in studying the various arts of trifling. No! No! No! 
Wouid we, while patriotism is our coutemplation, feel our 
hearts burn within us; would we be couscious of inward gran- 
deur and digntiy that looks down with commiseration on the 
httleness of undeserve:t thrones and the childish pageantry of 
princes; we must, 1 say, rejoice to part with our time, our 
ease, our fortunes, or our lives, in the sacred and ever glorious 
cause. But, on the present occasion, we are not called to this 
severe trial, ‘Dhie crown of patriotism is now to be obtained 
on easier ternis. ‘Phe unantmity alone of a handful of men, 
making no other sacriiice than that of their selfish indulgences, 
and their separate sordid expectations of personal profit, would 
save this sinking mation end immortalize its saviours. Can this 
poor pittence of public virtue be wanting to Britain in her ex- 
tremity! O, rucu who * makest men be of one mind,” send? 


down the spirit of concord and knit together the hearts of Br. 
‘ aa . e : J 
tains friends 5 let the sweet influences of thy amity and peace 


charm them into mofnel affeetion and confidence: restrain ther 
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passions, direct their councils, and prosper their geserous ja- 
hours in THINK and their country’s cause ! 

We may, if is true, on other principles than those which are 
here recommended, vequire popularity and getusa name; we 
may pull down an odious minister: we may obtain trust and 
power; and even benefit our countr y; bi ut still we shall be 
totally unworthy of the all-giorious appellation of patriot, 
‘Selling all that we have and giving the money to the poor, 
without charity 1s nothing worth.” So the pure principle of 
patriotism being wanting, we may render to the public a series 
of services, and. yet be no better than selfish wretches and pru- 
dent knaves. Every soldier in the ranks is presumed to be free 
from treachery, to be well affected to the cause in which he is 
employed, and to be a volunteer for any service of danger: but 
these are no pretensions to rank or authority ; nor are they 
foundatious for heroic fame. Other merits must distinguish the 
leader ; and in ike manner the patriot. He must have the 
ause at Jicart, and know that i ts a geod one; his profession 
must be his constant meditation, his stucly, iis mistress, his 
amusement. He must be temperate, benevolent, thoughtful, 
provident, patient, vigilant; fruitful in expedients, fle xible in 
conduct, intlexible in hones ty, indefatigable, enterprising, dar- 
ing, cool and determined. His creat designs will be conten- 
plated i ia the silent closet; veighed j in the moral balance; and 
penned into practicable plans “with care and exactness. His 
confederacies wil! be formed on the basis of wise and virtuous 
connections, intimacies and friendships. An ltegrity that knows 
wo craft, an honour that knows no suspicion, a dignity that 
knows nothiag which ts unbecoming, aud an undoubted spirit 
that knows no fear, are the proper clements of a patriotic asso- 
ciation. Could Britain boast such a confederacy, no greater 
than to form a social circle = exceeding the number of the 
muses, she might yet be free! Her patriots, uias | have hitherto 
il profited by the wise fable of the bundle of reds: while her 
pests have been ever bound together as cl: osely as it is in the 

nation of tyranny, slavery, bribery and avarice, to form a bound 
of union. But corruption is a praiciple of dissolution, aud 
tyranny is by nature repulsive. Such a body then, althougl 
gigantic, is not proof against the shock of firm and solid 
patriotism. A few strokes levelled well, and from a er 
arm, would burst and scatter this mighty bulk in fr aginents 
eur feet. The reproach of israel would be taken away ; “J 
“a proud idolator no longer defy the arinies of the living 
“© God.” 
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